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Opinions in this presentation are those of the 
authors and not necessarily those of OSAC, the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology, 
the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. 
Government, or the speakers’ employers.

Disclaimer



The IAI recommends your unit/office/lab 
implement OSAC Registry standards “to the largest 
extent possible.”

You may be asked on the witness stand if your 
latent print unit/office/lab follows IAI 
recommendations about implementing OSAC 
standards.
See the full list of recommending organizations at https://tinyurl.com/impl-suppt

Bottom Line Up Front



• At nist.gov/osac click on 
Registry Implementation to find 
many of the links mentioned in these 
slides.

• Google OSAC FRS to quickly reach the 
OSAC Friction Ridge home page.

Good Shortcuts to Remember:



OSAC’s Structure

Forensic Science Standards Board 
(FSSB)

Seven Scientific Area Committees 
(SACs)

22 Subcommittees (SCs) Four 

Resource Task Groups:
• Human factors
• Legal

• Quality
• Statistics
• Terminology



OSAC Registry

• Repository of high-quality, technically sound 
published and proposed standards and guidelines for 
forensic science.

• All standards on the OSAC Registry have passed a 
rigorous technical and quality review by OSAC 
members, including forensic science practitioners, 
research scientists, statisticians and legal experts.

• OSAC encourages the forensic science community to
implement published and proposed standards.

https://www.nist.gov/osac/osac-registry
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Many large and small Latent Print offices/units/labs 
already partially implement portions of OSAC 
Registry Standards – often without knowing it.

Be proactive instead of reactive and get the 
recognition you already deserve by becoming an 
OSAC Standards Registry Implementer.

Implementation Insights



• NIST is a non-regulatory agency.

• OSAC is NOT the IMPLEMENTATION POLICE!

• OSAC is promoting voluntary standards 
implementation in the forensic science 
community.

Implementation Insights



Registry Implementation can be as simple or as 
complicated as you have resources and 
motivation to make it. 

This presentation focuses on simplicity…

Implementation Insights



Every organization, from a large federal lab to a 
small police department or sheriff’s office, is 
always striving to balance: 
● Resources and personnel while 
● providing timely & thorough support but 
● without sacrificing performance (accuracy, 
reliability).

Implementation Insights



Registry Implementation signals that your office 
(or unit, agency, laboratory) prioritizes 
standardization, consistency, and equitable 
forensic science practices… even if it’s a small one 
or two-person latent print activity. 

Implementation Insights



Implementation Options

• Implementation 
declaration is not an 
“all or nothing” …

• The fact that a 
unit/lab/office does 
NOT fully implement 
all standards is OK!

Units/offices/labs should 
do what they can with 

the resources they have 
to implement standards 
or portions of standards 
in the best manner for 

their situation.



An incremental approach to Registry 
Implementation can be ideal – one step at a time.

Implementation Options



Focus on the standards that are most applicable and 
impactful to the services your unit/office/laboratory 
provides…

If some standards (or portions of standards) are not 
applicable or practical to implement, that’s ok… But 
don’t feel like its an “all or nothing” proposition.

The above is from Question 6 at https://www.nist.gov/osac/osac-registry-implementation-faqs

Implementation Options



Highlighted Documents
 Marked-Up PDF Files

Highlighted Documents We Created to Help 
Navigate Implementation



Highlighted Documents



Highlighted Documents



Highlighted Documents



Highlighted Documents (BPR LP Limited Exams)



Highlighted Documents (BPR LP Limited Exams)



Highlighted Documents (Standard for Processing)



Checklists
 Excel Files
 PDF Files (same content as Excel Files)

Checklists We Created to Help Navigate 
Implementation



Checklists
Include Highlighting & Trigger Word Mark-Ups



Checklists (PDF Version)



Checklists (PDF Version)



Checklists (Excel Version)



Proficiency Testing

Digital Imaging Resolution

Limited Exams
Processing Evidence



Proficiency Testing

Digital Imaging Resolution

Limited Exams
Processing Evidence





OSAC Registry - Standards Implementation 
Declaration Categories



OSAC Registry-Standards Implementation 
Declaration

Even just one check mark in one box in the two left columns means 
your unit/office/lab is an OSAC Registry Standards Implementer



Standard Practice for Latent Print Evidence 
Imaging Resolution

6. Recommended Photographic Equipment

6.4 Appropriate light sources (for example, floodlights, flashlights, LASER, 
alternate light sources (ALS), or a combination thereof).

6.7 Sturdy copy stand, tripod or other sturdy camera support.

6.11 Lens cleaner and lens cleaning tissue.

6.14 Computer with appropriate software.

6.17 A magnifier.



OSAC Registry-Standards Implementation 
Declaration

BINGO! You are an official OSAC Registry Standards Implementer
…complete a check box for the remaining three lines (whatever 
applies – even Undecided) and email your signed form to NIST.



An incremental approach to Registry 
Implementation can be just one partial 
implementation to begin with…

Implementation Options



OSAC Registry-Standards Implementation 
Declaration

The person you consider to be your Forensic Director may sign this 
form… 

That might be your Sheriff, Police Chief, Chief of Detectives, your only 
Latent Print Examiner, or someone else. 



OSAC Implementer Certificate



OSAC Registry Implementers: As of Aug 2022
OSAC has received 95 
Implementation Declarations from 
FSSPs (22 states):

• 61 state lab locations (12 states)

• 22 local/county/city labs
• 4 Federal labs

• 4 private labs

• 2 university labs

• 2 international labs

Share your implementation 
story in a news release and in 

the OSAC newsletter!

https://www.nist.gov/organization-scientific-area-committees-forensic-science/osac-registry-implementers

56
newsletter/media 

releases

https://www.nist.gov/organization-scientific-area-committees-forensic-science/osac-registry-implementers
ed
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• Monthly Release – 20,000
distribution list

• Announces:
• New standards placed on

OSAC Registry
• OSAC open comment periods
• New SDO published standard
• SDO open comment periods
• New draft standards

introduced to SDOs
• www.nist.gov/osac

How to Stay Informed: OSAC Standards Bulletin

Sign Up 
for 

Bulletin



A great pathway for progress is to work towards 
implementing ALL applicable documents on the 
OSAC Friction Ridge List insofar as resources 
permit.

Implementation Progress Beyond Declaration



frictionridges.net/Implement

Temporary Location of Files Supporting
Implementation OSAC FRS Documents



Best Practice Recommendation for the Resolution of 
Conflicts in Friction Ridge Examination

This document describes the best practice 
recommendations for how to resolve conflicts
between examiners at any point in the technical review or 
verification process… 

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication

43



Best Practice Recommendations for the Verification 
Component in Friction Ridge Examination

This document describes best practice recommendations 
for how to conduct the Verification phase during friction 
ridge impression examinations. These recommendations 
apply to both suitability determinations and resulting 
conclusions…

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication

44



Best Practice Recommendation for Articulating a Source 
Identification in Friction Ridge Examination

This document offers guidance for articulating the decision-
making process leading to the source identification conclusion 
resulting from the examination of friction ridge evidence. This 
document takes into consideration the current status of 
professional practices, legal decisions, and scientific research. 

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication

45



Standard for Friction Ridge Examination Conclusions

This standard defines terms and establishes qualitative 
expressions for the range of conclusions that may be reached 
following friction ridge comparisons. For the purpose of this 
document, conclusions are defined as expert opinions based on 
the friction ridge detail and information under observation and 
interpreted using acquired knowledge, skill, and experience of a 
friction ridge examiner...

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication

46



Standard for Friction Ridge Examination Training Program

This document provides the minimum requirements for a 
friction ridge examination training program from which training 
manuals/procedures should be developed. 

This document does not provide minimum training objectives 
or prescriptive lesson plans…

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication

47



Standard for Examining Friction Ridge Impressions

This document specifies the minimum requirements for 
conducting friction ridge examinations. It includes the 
overarching examination framework as well as specific 
requirements for each component of any examination 
methodology…

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication

48



Best Practice Recommendations for Technical Review in 
Friction Ridge Identification

This document describes the best practice recommendations 
for how to perform the technical review of friction ridge 
impression examinations. Examples are also provided…

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication

49



Standard for Consultation During Friction Ridge Examination 

This document prescribes the minimum requirements for 
examiners when consulting with one another during the 
examination of friction ridge impressions, as well as related 
documentation requirements for examination notes and 
reports. This document does not apply to conflict resolution.

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication

50



Best Practice Recommendation for Analysis of Friction Ridge 
Impressions

This document provides the best practice recommendations 
for the analysis of friction ridge impressions. This document 
does not address the comparison or evaluation stages of the 
friction ridge examination methodology.

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication

51



Best Practice Recommendation for Comparison and 
Evaluation of Friction Ridge Impressions

This document provides the best practice recommendation 
for the comparison and evaluation of friction ridge 
impressions. This document does not address the analysis 
stage of the friction ridge examination methodology.

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication

52



Standard for Reporting Results from Friction Ridge 
Examinations

This document prescribes the minimum requirements that 
shall be included in friction ridge examination reports. This 
document does not include the requirements for supporting 
documentation of reported elements (e.g. case notes, 
custody documents, etc.), or testimony.

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication
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Best Practice Recommendation for Testimony Monitoring

This document prescribes the best practice recommendations 
for testimony review of personnel by a Forensic Service 
Provider…

OSAC FRS Documents at an SDO for Further 
Development & Publication
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