


We also investigated whether the FBI's field investigation and arrest of
Mayfield were improperly influenced by knowledge of his religion. Some
government witnesses acknowledged that Mayfield's religion was a factor in the
investigation. However, we concluded that investigation and arrest were driven
plimmily by the erroneous fingerprint identification, and that the same
investigatory tools would have been employed regardless of Mayfield's religion.

In our investigation, we reviewed the affidavits submitted by the FBI in
support of the application for a material witness warrant and criminal search
warrants and found problems with them. The affidavits contained several
inaccuracies that reflected regrettable lack of attention to detail. In addition,
we found the wording of the affidavits to be troubling in several respects. In
particular, the affidavits provided an ambiguous description of the April 21
meeting between the FBI and the SNP, which apparently lead the judge to
erroneously conclude that the SNP had agreed with the FBI's identification. In
fact, the SNP had only agreed to conduct a reexamination of LFP 17. In
addition, the material witness warrant affidavit contained an unfounded
inference concerning the likelihood of false travel documents regard Mayfield.

Finally, we examined the conditions under which Mayfield was confined
at the Multnomah County Detention Center (MCDC). The material witness
statute provides that the same detention procedures applicable to criminal
defendants are also applicable to material witnesses under arrest. Mayfield's
detention did not violate these procedures. We also found no evidence that
Mayfield was mistreated during his detention. He was treated in accordance
with the normal practices in this facility and was segregated from other
prisoners for his own protection to a greater degree than an ordinary criminal
defendant might have been. However, we found that the MCDC failed to
communicate important information about Mayfield to appropriate personnel,

• resulting in unnecessary confrontations with Mayfield by a corrections officer
and the inadvertent public disclosure of the alias assigned to him to protect
grand jury secrecy.

As a result of our investigation, we provided a series of recommendations
to the FBI to address problems we found in the Mayfield case. While we did
not find any intentional misconduct by FBI employees, either in the Laboratory
or by those conducting the FBI field investigation, we did find performance
issues by various FBI employees and we recommended that the FBI assess
these deficiencies. More significantly, we found a series of systemic issues,
particularly in the FBI Laboratory, which helped cause the errors in the
Mayfield case. While the FBI Laboratory has taken significant steps to address
these issues, we made a series of recommendations to the FBI to address
additional issues raised by the Mayfield misidentification. We believe our
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recommendations, if fully adopted, can help prevent similar errors in the
future,
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